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ELEMENTS OF A GOOD WORSHP SET LIST 
  
  
1.  Purpose.   Every set list should have a purpose.  Yes, we plan to worship, but as a 
leader, you also need to have a focus for the set list.  Is the evening about faithfulness?   Do 
you need to energize the group?  Does the audience need to be guided into a quiet spirit?  Not 
that every song has to be apart of one specific theme, but consider picking songs that either 
lead into a theme or have a common denominator.2.  Order.  A worship leader may not always 
have the order of service available when planning a set list.   If it is availabe, consider what 
comes before and after.   Jumping from an upbeat game to a very very slow song is a bit 
drastic.   Sometimes the pastor or speaker may request a specific order.   Do whatever you 
can to accomodate him or her.   More often than not it is for a good reason.  :)  

3.  Prayers.  Prayer is powerful!!!  It may get a bit monotonous to pray before and after every 
song, but using them genuinely in the midst of worship can provide transitions of worth.   

4.  Words of encouragement, words of praise, words from the WORD.  Other than 
prayers, utilizing scripture or anything else that may be appropriate can also help the flow and 
add spice to a set list.   

5.  Capability.  What are your band member’s strengths, weaknesses, and abilities?  When 
putting together a set list, a leader must consider the capability of his/her band.  Some songs 
may need a lot more practice than others.  Some may be “out of the band’s league”….and 
some must be re-structured.  You may get to practice with everything planned out and then 
realize “we are gonna have to modify or cut this one”.   (So it’s good to have a spare song in 
mind.)   Just be willing to be flexible and pre-think whether or not the songs are realistically 
good choices. 

6.  Time.  This one should be self-explanatory.  Consider the time you’ll need to fill with a set 
list as well as the time you’ll have to practice that set list. 

7.  Led by the Spirit.   The most important part of a set list (planning as well as practice as 
well as performance) is you and your band’s state of spirit..and how you are LED BY THE 
SPIRIT.  God can do amazing things in times of music worship.   But always be responsible for 
yourself and keep the band in check….good planning and practice usually means good 
performance….but without the hand of Jesus, it means NOTHING.  Your purpose it to guide 
people (including yourselves) into a spirit of praise and worship of the Creator.   Keep that in 
mind at all times.   AND be encouraged….with the touch of God even the worst 
planned/practiced set list can still lead people into a spirit of worship successfully. 

 


