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ELEMENTS OF A GOOD WORSHP BAND PRACTICE 
 

What makes up a good worship band practice? Well…there are a few things you’ll want to 
include to make sure you use your time wisely and that you are truly prepared to lead others in 
worship when the time comes. Let’s start with a basic list below.Appoint a leader. Everyone’s 
input is welcome in worship sessions, but if no one person holds things together then it will turn 
into chaos! You need someone to keep things focused. When someone is lost or some joking 
gets out of hand this person is the one to stop things and get everyone back on the same page 
and focused. This person should have a leader’s attitude, a servant’s heart, and should know 
enough about music and audio equipment to help most of the people in the band with 
problems that come up. 

Get to know your band mates. If you don’t know anything about who you’re leading worship 
with then it will definitely affect your chemistry on stage and it will cause problems when you try 
to work together creatively. Get to a point where you can even improvise on stage and “go with 
the flow” as the spirit leads. If you really know your band mates then this will be MUCH easier. 

Open up with Prayer. If your goal is to worship God and to lead in worship then what better 
way to start than asking God to bless the practice time He’s given you? You can share prayer 
requests and praises briefly, or just have someone open up in a quick prayer to bless the 
practice time. However you do it…MAKE SURE YOU DO IT! 

Have your gear in place and ready. If this means that you have to get to church early before 
practice actually starts…then do it. This is an area where a lot of time is wasted and band 
members can leave feeling unprepared to lead worship because so much time was spent on 
setting up gear and less time on prayer and practicing the music so they’re comfortable with it. 
If you need help hooking something up, then ask for it. The band should not all start practicing 
a song until EVERYONE is ready and in tune. Make sure to bring extra cables, an instrument 
tuner, extra guitar strings, or other supplies just in case something happens and you’ll need 
them.  

Go at a pace everyone can keep up with. If one or two people in the band can sight-read 
music, or if they’re amazing on their instrument, this does not give them the right to be 
impatient with everyone else who is still learning. Everyone needs to stay together and make 
sure they’re communicating with their voice and/or their eyes and hands to let others know if 
they get lost or need to stop for a break. 

Work with you’re A/V team. Get to know the guys running sound for you and learn how to 
ask them for help and communicate with them. If they talk in words or jargon you can’t 
understand then ask them to slow down and explain what they mean. They’re there to help you 
and you both need a 2-way communication going. 

If you can’t make it to practice, then notify someone! This on is pretty self-explanatory. 
Just let someone know if you can’t make it one week so they know how to work around this. 
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Have songs and music picked out ahead of time. Email the mp3’s, lyrics or chord charts to 
your band mates so they know what’s going on each week. Have all your music distributed so 
everyone has a copy and know what key you’ll be doing the song in. If you need to transpose 
the song, then take the time to do this and ask for help if you need it. 

Close with prayer. What better way is there to thank God for the privilege of worship and the 
time he’s given you? Close with a quick prayer to refocus everyone’s minds and officially end 
the session so everyone can clean up their gear. 


